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Part-I| Repeated /Overlapped Questions in UPSC Mains 2025

Part-ll | THEME WISE Summary Repeated Questions

Part-lll | QUESTION WISE Detailed Repeated Questions

Summary
0
questions M epeated

01 Essay 8 Topics 250 100%
02 GS Paper-| 9 Questions 115 46%

03 GS Paper-ll 20 Questions 250 100%
04 GS Paper-lil 13 Questions 155 62%

05 GS Paper-IV 11 Questions 110 44%
Total 61 Questions 880 70.4%

GS | - IV + Essay Total Marks: 1250

Download UPSC (CSE) Mains 2025 QCAB
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Part-l: Repeated /Overlapped Questions in UPSC Mains 2025

Paper-wise Repetition Analysis

Paber Total Questions Repeated/ % of Paper
- (2025) Overlapped Repeated (Q)
Essay 8 8 100%
GS-I 20 9 45%
GS-ll 20 20 100%
GS-llI 20 13 65%
GS-IV 19 11 58%

4 N
55 M Total Questions m Repeated
20
15
10

5 _
O _
Essay GS-I GS-lI GS-llI GS-IV

@5:"_- © Scan to get more Study Material

Join our Telegram Channel( }
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UPSC (CSE) Marks Vs Repetition

CSE Cut-Off vs Repetition

KALAM IAS P YQ Pratibimb @

Years Prelims Mains Final
2020 92.51 736 944
2021 87.54 745 953
2022 88.22 748 960
2023 75.41 741 953
2024 87.08 729 947
Avg. 5 Years Cut-off 86 740 951

General CSE Mains - Cut-Off Avg. 5 Year

Repetition in CSE Mains_2025 ~ 880

CSE Rank 1: Marks vs Repetition

Year GS (1-1V) Interview Final Marks
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024

Avg. 5 Years
Marks

Optional

Average Marks of Rank-1 GSItoGSIV

Candidates (5 Years)

Repetition in CSE Mains_2025
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Syllabus-Wise Overlap

Syllabus Area

History & Culture (GS-I)

Society (GS-I)

Geography (GS-I)

Polity & Constitution (GS-II)

Governance (GS-I1)

Social Justice (GS-II)

International Relations (GS-II) 4

Economy (GS-IIl)

Science & Tech (GS-lil)

Security (GS-Ill)

Ethics (GS-IV — Theory)

Total

w

2 1.Q (10M)
3 2 Q (20M)
4 1.Q(10M)

9 5Q (50M)
4 2 Q (20M)
3 1.Q (10M)

2 Q (20M)
4 3Q (30M)

2 Q (20M)
2 1Q (10M)
4 2 Q (20M)
11 11 Q (10M)

10M Questions 15M Questions Total Marks
8 250

1Q (15M) 25
1.Q (15M) 35
3 Q (45M) 55
4 Q (60M) 110
2 Q (30M) 50
2 Q (30M) 40
2 Q (30M) 50
1.Q (15M) 45
1.Q (15M) 35
1.Q (15M) 25
2 Q (30M) 50

- 110

Delhi | Jaipur | Sikar

Call: +91- 98878-44044

Visit: https://kalamias.academy/
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Part-ll: THEME WISE Summary Repeated Questions

ESSAY

T Gy

Total

eats Total Marks |
8 250

250

. Kalam IAS
CSE 2025 Question Overlap PYQ (Year) Syllabus Area Test Series
PMP_2516
Truth knows no color 2019 — Wisdom finds truth Essay — Philosophical
ACE_2511
The supreme art of war is to 2020 — Tech as silent factor in IR; .
E =
subdue... 2018 — Border disputes ey~ el PMP_2516
Thought finds a world and 2024 — Empires of the mind Ess'ay—
creates one Philosophy/Ideas
Best lessons are learnt through 2020 - Life is a long journey; .
bi . Essay — Life/Values
Itter experiences 2020 - Ships do not sink...
Muddy water is best cleared 2020 — Mindful manifesto Essay - ACE_2536
y Philosophy/Well-being =
The years teach much which A= (1T e e euiEy Essay'— Human
the days never know Experience
2024 — Happiness is the path;
Life as journey, not destination Essay — Philosophy PMP_2518
2023 — Not all who wander are lost
2021 — Wantlessness vs
Contentment is natural Materialism; Essay — PMP_2518
wealth... Society/Philosophy
2020 — Simplicity ACE_2521
Delhi | Jaipur | Sikar Call: +91- 98878-44044 Visit: https://kalamias.academy/ Page | 5
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GS Paper |

Syllabus Area 10M Questions 15M Questions Total Marks

1Q(10M) 1Q(15M)

3 2Q (20M) 1Q(15M) 35

4 1Q(10M) 3Q(45M) 55
Total 115

Kalam IAS Test

CSE 2025 Question Overlap PYQ (Year) Syllabus Area Series
Harappan architecture (10 2017 — Indus vs History & Culture

M) Egypt/Mesopotamia

French Revolution relevance 2019 — American & French History — Modern world PMP_2534
(15 M) Revolutions

Benefits of solar energy (10 2020 — Potential of solar Geography — Resources ACE_2507
M) energy

Offshore vs onshore oil 2021 — Uneven oil Geography — Resources PMP_2526
reserves (15 M) distribution

ACE_2517

Tectonic changes of 2018 — Mantle plume & Geography — Physical PMP_2526
continents/oceans (15 M) tectonics

Population in Ganga Basin 2024 — Declining Geography — Population

(15 M) groundwater in Gangetic

valley

Tribal development: 2022, 2023 — Tribals as Society — Tribal issues PMP_2533
displacement vs rehab (15 category & colonial impact

M)

Smart City & poverty (10 M) 2015 — Smart cities vs smart Society/Urbanisation

villages

Globalisation & consumer 2018 — Cultural Society & Globalisation ACE_2507
culture (10 M) homogenisation
Delhi | Jaipur | Sikar Call: +91- 98878-44044 Visit: https://kalamias.academy/ Page | 6
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GS Paper i

Syllabus Area 10M Questions | 15M Questions Total Marks

Polity & Constitution (GS-II) 9 5Q (50M) 4Q (60M) 110
Governance (GS-Il) 4 2Q (20M) 2Q (30M) 50
Social Justice (GS-Il) 3 1Q(10M) 2Q (30M) 40
International Relations (GS-Il) 4 2Q (20M) 2Q (30M) 50
Total 250
Kalam IAS
CSE 2025 Question Overlap PYQ (Year/Theme) Syllabus Area .
Test Series
ACE_2503
Discuss the 'corrupt practices' under | 2019 — Disqualification under RPA; ACE_2533
RPA 1951. Analyse increase in assets | 2020 — Simplification of procedure; | Polity — Electoral laws PMP_ 2503
disproportionate to income. (10 M) | 2022 — Election disputes -
C t d of administrati PMP_2503
?mmen onneedota ml.nls rative 2018 — Tribunal jurisdiction validity; | Polity — Tribunals / -
tribunals vs courts. Assess impact of 2019 — CAT as judicial authorit Governance
2021 reforms. (10 M) J y
C & trast President’ C ti lit tinuity — first
ompare contras .re5| ent’s f)mpara |v§ pp ity continuity — firs Polity — Executive
pardoning power India vs USA. direct ask, similar to 2022 owers
Limits? Pre-emptive pardons? (10 M) | comparative questions o
Nature of J&K Legislative Assembly . Polity —
2016 — Temporariness of Art. 370
post Reorganisation Act 2019. (10 M) P ! Federalism/UTs
Attorney General’s role, rights, ) ) Polity — Constitutional | PMP_2503
2019 — AG as chief legal adviser =
limitations. (10 M) ! & Vi bodies ACE_2523
Constitutional lit PMP_2501
onstitutiona mo.ra |‘Yensures 2021 - Constitutional morality . L. -250
balance between judicial doctrine: Polity — Constitutional | ACE_2518
ind d & tability. (15 ’ lit
:\r;l)epen ence & accountability. { 2023 — Judicial independence morality
. ) 2019 — Parliament’s limited PMP_2501
Amending power of Parliament under . . . .
. amending power & basic structure; | Polity — Constitution / ACE_2518
Art. 368 — procedural & substantive .
L 2023 — 101st Amendment & Basic Structure
limits. (15 M) .
federalism
Evoluti f collegi tem; Polity —
volution ot co .eglum system 2017 — NJAC judgement & higher ° I, y ]
advantages & disadvantages vs US udiciar Judiciary/Appointment
system. (15 M) J 4 s
. . . 2015 — Cooperative federalism; ) ACE_2538
Examine Centre—State financial . . Polity —
. . 2018 — Finance Commission ToR; ] ]
relations in planned development; . L Federalism/Fiscal
impact of recent reforms. (15 M) 2021 = 14th Finance Commission; federalism
B ' 2024 — Recent Centre—State reforms
2018-U I f info; ACE_2508
E-Governance projects biased toward sevalue o |n‘ © . Governance - E- -
tech/back-end. (10 M) 2020 — Fourth Industrial Revolution; Governance
’ 2023 — Transparency/accountability;
Delhi | Jaipur | Sikar Call: +91- 98878-44044 Visit: https://kalamias.academy/ Page | 7
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2024 — Interactive service model

Civil Society Organisations as anti- 2016 — Role of non-state actors; Governance — PMP_2505
state actors. (10 M) 2021 — NGOs as alternative model | NGOs/CSOs ACE_2508
Environmental pressure groups —role| 2015 — NGOs in environment PMP_2504
. . ) Governance — Pressure
in awareness, policy, advocacy. (15 protection; roups/ Environment ACE_2533
M) 2018 — Policy contradictions group
D tralised devel t— PMP_2504
ec‘eh ralise . S 2019 — Neo-liberal paradigm & Governance — »
decision-making away from source multi-level olannin Develobment models ACE_2533
defeats objectives. (15 M) P & P
2019 — Women in PRIs; PMP_2502
Women'’s social capital for 2021 - Women in judiciary; Social Justice — Gender PMP_2505
empowerment & equity. (10 M) 2023 — Civil society & women’s
participation
2019 — Poverty & hunger PMP_2521
Inequality in resource ownership & divergence;
< v . 2020 — Multidimensional Poverty Social Justice — Poverty
poverty paradox. (15 M)
Index;
2024 — Poverty-malnutrition cycle
NCPCR chall in digital - Social Justice — Child
.. chalenges In digita’ era 2022 — RTE Act issues & incentives ?C|a ustice I
policies & measures. (15 M) Rights
India—Africa digital partnership — 2015 - India’s interest in Africa; PMP_2523
mutual respect & co-development. 2021 — Africa’s growth story & IR — India—Africa
(120 M) India’s influence
With waning globalisation, post-Cold . L
'g g. .p 2019 — India—US global strategy IR — Globalisation &
War world is site of sovereign . ] ]
. . friction nationalism
nationalism. (10 M)
2017 — India’s energy cooperation
Energy security as kingpin of foreign | with West Asia; .
. 8y .y o . . IR — Energy diplomacy
policy, esp. Middle East. (15 M) 2024 — Maldives: energy flows &
security
UN reforms unresolved due to East— | 2015 — India’s UNSC seat hurdles; . ) PMP_2521
L . . , IR — Multilateralism /
West divide, USA—Russia—China. (15 | 2023 — NATO/US-Europe policy
. UN reforms
M) impact
Delhi | Jaipur | Sikar Call: +91- 98878-44044 Visit: https://kalamias.academy/ Page | 8
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GS Paper lli

Syllabus Area 10M Questions | 15M Questions Total Marks

Fooromy (G 3Q@M  1Q0sM
Science & Tech (GS-III) 3 2Q (20M) 1Q (15M) 35
Environment (GS-I1ll) 2 1Q(10M) 1Q (15M) 25
Security (GS-IIl) 4 2Q (20M) 2Q (30M) 50
Total 155
Kalam IAS
CSE 2025 ti Overlap PYQ (Y Syllabus A
Protectionism challenges L.
(10 M) 2018 — Trade protectionism Economy — External sector ACE_2524
Farmers’ crop choices (10
M) P ces | 2018, 2023 — Cropping pattern Economy — Agriculture ACE_2534
Supply chain of agri 2015, 2018, 2022 — Marketing . .
E -A ket PMP_2
commodities (10 M) bottlenecks e 2509
Food processing scope & -1 5 5020, 2022 — FPI Economy — Industr PMP_2509
jobs (15 M) OELD v v -
ITER ject & fusi
el usion 2017, 2018 — Nuclear energy S&T — Energy ACE_2534
energy (10 M)
Energy independence by 2022, 2023 — Renewables, bio-
S&T/E ACE_2514
2047 (10 M) fuels /Energy =
Nanotechnology in . .
2017 — Nanoscience S&T — Agr
agriculture (15 M) ! en
G dwater depletion (10
Mr)o undwater depletion (10 1o 5071  Irrigation, watershed  Environment PMP_2508
Paris A t & COP26 2021 - India’s climat
arls Agreemen . ndia's climate Environment/Climate RLP_2505
(15 m) commitments
T ism in India &
errorism In Incia 2021 - Terrorism issues Security — Internal PMP_2525
counter-measures (10 M)
LWE elimination 2026 (10 2015, 2018, 2020, 2022 — LWE . PMP_2525
. Security — Internal
M) determinants ACE_2534
North-East peace process .
(15 M) 2017, 2019 — Insurgency, borders Security — North East ACE_2509
;\fgr"\;l)me SEEUIY S IR 2022 — Maritime security Security — Coastal PMP_2525
Delhi | Jaipur | Sikar Call: +91- 98878-44044 Visit: https://kalamias.academy/ Page | 9
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GS Paper IV [Ethics]

Syllabus Area Repeats 10 Marks Questions Total Marks

Ethics (GS_IV) 11 11 Q (10 M) 110
Section A

110

Kalam IAS
CSE 2025 Question Overlap PYQ (Year) Syllabus Area )
Test Series

Q1(a) — Social Media &
Ethics

2022 — Online ethics issues Ethics — Tech Dilemmas PMP_2511

Q1(b) — Constitutional Ethics & Human Interface;

Morality 2019 — Constitutional morality Probity in Governance PMP_2513
Q2(a) — War & APA=IRIBSESUEINEER | s IR; Moral

. . 2024 — Ethical considerations in .
Diplomacy (Clausewitz) : Thinkers

conflicts

Q2(b) — Env. Clearance 2018 — Dam in forests; 2024 — Environmental Ethics;

: ; ) PMP_2513
Dilemmas Climate change & greed Governance Dilemmas
o .(b) 2 (- QuatEiline 2015-24 — Quotation-based Moral Thinkers; Ethics &
(Thiruvalluvar, James, PMP_2510

. PYQs Human Interface
Vivekananda)
Q4(a) — Ethics in Welfare 2022 — Ethics in human actions;  Aptitude & Foundational o S
Schemes 2022 — Empathy & compassion  Values; Decision-making -
Q4(b) — Teachings of 2020 — Buddha’s teachings; Moral Thinkers &
Mahavir 2023 — Guru Nanak’s teachings ~ Philosophers PMP_2512

. 2022 — Devotion to duty; Civil Service Values;

Q)= DEEn i By 2019 — Duty as corruption Responsibility
Q6(a) — Code of Ethics in 2018 — Ethics vs Conduct; 2024  Code of Ethics/Conduct; PMP_2513
Work Culture — Model for ethics code Work Culture ACE_2540
Q6(b) — Public Funds 2019 — Effective utilization of Probity in Governance; AR S
Accountability public funds Accountability =

Case studies (Disaster relief,
conflict of interest, misuse 2018-2021 repeats Ethics — Applied/Case studies
of funds, refugees)

Delhi | Jaipur | Sikar Call: +91- 98878-44044 Visit: https://kalamias.academy/ Page | 10
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b Pl‘e- Recorded I_ectu res MENTOR Pre-Recorded Lectures
« Materials [Notes+CA] Vasudev S. Bhati Shubham Jain, IPS
AIR-14, EPFO AIR-152, CSE | NLU, Delhi

Pre-Recorded Classes

Topic/Theme

Test Schedule

Test Code

Date

Enroll Now

Topic/Theme

Dy OIS (RO ey EPFO_2501 200U | INDIAN POLITY(8D]+ CA(20)+ ENGLISH{10)+GEN. SCIENCE (10)

Day 02 Rules of Debit and Credit

Day 03 | Books of Accounts (1) EPFO_2502 N Aug INDIAN CULTURE AND HERITAGE(40)+INDIAN FREEDOM STRUGGLE (40}+

D as.| Ddelg CA(20)+ ENGLISH(10)+GEN, SCIENCE (10)

Day 05 Financial Statements (Basics: Trading Alc, P&L) — —— - -

Day 06 | Financial Statements (Balance Sheet) EPFO_2503 07 Sept ECONDMY & GLOBALIZATION (80)+ CA[20)+ ENGLISH[10}+GEN, STIENCE {10)

e P ey EPFO_2504 1458pt | ENGLISH{30) + CA(6O}+GEN. SCIENCE (30]

Day 08 | MNot-for-Profit Organisations

Day 02 | Companies (Share Capital, Debentures, Financial Ratios) EPFO_2505 215ept GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY AND QUANTATIVE APTITUDE(GO)+

Day 10 Companies (Financial Statements of Companies) CA(30)+ ENGLISH{10)+GEN. SCIENCE (30)

Day 1 Overview+ new laws/ald laws

Day 12 Definition of workmen, employees ! EPFO_2506 | 28 Sept | INDUSTRIAL AND LABOUR LAWS|60)+SOCIAL SCURITY(RO) o %2 0 0 0 /_
Day 13 Trade Unions EPFO_2507 05 Oct GENERAL ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLES ACCOUNTING AND AUDITING(100)+ CA(20) e

Day 14 Strikes and Lockouts, Retrenchment

Day 15 Industrial Disputes, Employer vicarious liability for public damage _EP_F_D.._E_EUB _12 q'i FULL SYLLABUS Fee Concession

Dayls | Wages EPFO_?509 26 0t FULL SYLLABUS 20% for Kalam IAS Students
Day 17 Insurance .

Day18 | Pension ki s EPFO2510 | O2Nov | FULL SYLLABUS 25% for Mains Appeared Students
Day 12 Compensation claims Shubham Jain, AIR152 [CSE 2022), NLU Delnl EPFD_25M 09 Noy FULL SYLLABUS
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Part-lll: QUESTION WISE Detailed Repeated Questions

Essay
CSE 2025 Question Overlap PYQ Essay Kalam 195 Test
Truth knows no color. [2019] Wisdom finds truth PMP_2516
[2020] Technology as the Silent Factor in
i PMP_2516
The supreme art of war is International Relations =
to subdue the enemy B E—
without fighting. [ : ] Management of Indian Border
Disputes — A Complex Task
Thought finds a world and  [2024] The Empires of the Future will be
creates one also. the Empires of the Mind
[2020] Life is long journey between
Human Being and Being Humane
Best lessons are learnt 20201 Shios d kb ¢
through bitter experiences. [ | Ships do n'ot s!n ecause of water
around them, Ships sink because of water
that gets into them.
Muddy water is best [2020] Mindful Manifesto is the catalyst A ST
cleared by leaving it alone. to a tranquil self -
Th teach h - .
e:years each muc [2020] Life is long journey between
which the days never . .
Human Being and Being Humane
know.
. . [2024] There is no path to Happiness;
It is best to see life as a . .
. Happiness is the Path.
journey, not as a
destination. [2023] Not all who wander are lost PMP_2518
[2021] Philosophy of wantlessness is
i PMP_2518
el R - |s,. natu.r:';\l' Utopian, While Materialism is a Chimera. -
wealth; luxury is artificial 20201 Simplicity is the Ultimat
poverty. [2020] Simplicity is the Ultimate ACE_2521
Sophistication.
Delhi | Jaipur | Sikar Call: +91- 98878-44044 Visit: https://kalamias.academy/ Page | 11
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General Studies - |
Kalam IAS
CSE 2025 Question Overlap PYQ (Year
Qu verlap PYQ ( ) Test Series
[2015] "The ancient civilization in Indian sub-continent
Discuss the salient features of the differed from those of Egypt, Mesopotamia and Greece
Harappan architecture. in that its culture and traditions have been preserved
without a breakdown to the present day." Comment.
The French Revolution has . .
endurin relevance to  the [2019] Explain how the foundations of the modern world ' PMP_2534
& . were laid by the American and French Revolutions. ACE_2502
contemporary world. Explain.
Explain F)rneﬂy t!\e ecological and [2020] India has immense potential of solar energy
economic benefits of solar energy . o
. .. . though there are regional variations in its developments. = ACE_2507
generation in India with suitable
Elaborate.
examples.
Give a geographical explanation
f the distributi f off-sh il
of the distribution of off-shore oi [2021] Discuss the multi-dimensional implications of A PMP_2526
reserves of the world. How are e . o
. uneven distribution of mineral oil in the world. ACE_2517
they different from the on-shore
occurrences of oil reserves?
Discuss how the changes in shape
and sizes of continents and ocean . I .
Tediin G (e [JERED (el (s [2018].Deﬁne mantle plume and explain its role in plate PMP_2526
. tectonics.
due to tectonic movements of the
crustal masses.
Discuss the distribution and
density of population in the [2024] The groundwater potential of the gangetic valley
Ganga River Basin with special is on a serious decline. How may it affect the food
reference to land, soil and water security of India?
resources.
[2023] How did the colonial rule affect the tribals in India
Does tribal development in India and what was the tribal response to the colonial PMP_2533
centre around two axes, those of oppression?
displacement and of [2022] Given the diversities among tribal communities in
rehabilitation? Give your opinion. India, in which specific contexts should they be PMP_2517
considered as a single category?
How does smart city in India, [2015] Smart cities in India cannot sustain without smart
address the issues of urban Vvillages. Discuss this statement in the backdrop of rural
poverty and distributive justice?  urban integration.
Do you think that globalization [2018] ‘Globalisation is generally said to promote
results in only an aggressive cultural homogenisation but due to this cultural
. - . ) ACE_2507
consumer culture? Justify your specificity appear to be strengthened in the Indian =
answer. society.” Elucidate.
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CSE_2025 Question

Discuss the 'corrupt practices' for
the purpose of the Representation
of the People Act, 1951. Analyze
whether the increase in the assets
of the legislators and/or their
associates, disproportionate to
their known sources of income,
would constitute undue influence
and consequently a corrupt
practice.

Comment on the need of
administrative tribunals as
compared to the court system.
Assess the impact of the recent
tribunal reforms through
rationalization of tribunals made in
2021.

Compare and contrast the
President’s power to pardon in
India and in the USA. Are there any
limits to it in both the countries?
What are preemptive pardons?
Discuss the nature of Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assembly after
the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganization Act, 2019. Briefly
describe the powers and functions
of the Assembly of the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.

. The Attorney General of India plays
a crucial role in guiding the legal
framework of the Union
Government and ensuring sound
governance through legal counsel.
Discuss his responsibilities, rights
and limitations in this regard.

PYQ Repeated Itself

[2019] On what grounds a people’s representative
can be disqualified under the Representation of
Peoples Act, 1951? Also, mention the remedies
available to such person against his
disqualification.

[2020] There is a need for simplification of
procedure for disqualification of persons found
guilty of corrupt practices under the
Representation of people Act”. Comment.

[2022] Discuss the procedures to decide the
disputes arising out of the election of a Member of
the Parliament or State Legislature under The
Representation of the People Act, 1951.

(2019) “The Central Administrative Tribunal which
was established for redressal of grievances and
complaints by or against central government
employees, nowadays is exercising its powers as
an independent judicial authority.” Explain.
(2018) How far do you agree with the view that
tribunals curtail the jurisdiction of ordinary
courts? In view of the above, discuss the
constitutional validity and competency of the
tribunals in India.

(Comparative polity continuity) (2022) Critically
examine the procedures through which the
Presidents of India _and France are elected. -
Similar “comparative constitutional” theme.
But first-time direct ask on pardoning powers.

(2016) To what extent is Article 370 of the Indian
Constitution, bearing marginal note “Temporary
provision with respect to the State of Jammu and
Kashmir”, temporary?

(2019) “The Attorney-General is the chief legal
adviser and lawyer of the Government of India.”
Discuss.

Kalam IAS
Test Series

ACE_2503

PMP_2503

PMP_2503
ACE_2533

ACE_2528

PMP_2503

PMP_2503
ACE_2523
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6. Women’s
complements

social

in

capital
advancing

empowerment and gender equity.

Explain.

7. E-governance projects have a built-
in bias towards technology and
back-end integration than user-
centric designs. Examine.

8. Civil Society Organizations are often
perceived as being anti-State actor
than non-State actors. Do you

agree? Justify.

9. India—Africa digital partnership is
achieving mutual

development
institutional
Elaborate.

and

respect, co-
long-term
partnerships.

10. “With the waning of globalization,
post—Cold War world is becoming a

(2019) The reservation of seats for women in the
institutions of local self-government has had a
limited impact on the patriarchal character of the
Indian Political Process. Comment.

(2021) Discuss  the desirability of greater
representation to women in the higher judiciary to
ensure diversity, equity and inclusiveness.

(2023) Discuss the contribution of civil society
groups for women's effective and meaningful
participation and representation in state
legislatures in India.

(2018) E-governance is not only about utilization
of the power of new technology, but also much
about the critical importance of the ‘use value’ of
information. Explain.

(2020) The emergence of Fourth Industrial
Revolution (Digital Revolution) has initiated e-
Governance as an integral part of government.
Discuss.

(2023) e-governance, as a critical tool of
governance, has ushered in effectiveness,
transparency and accountability in governments.
What inadequacies hamper the enhancement of
these features?

(2024) e-governance is not just about the routine
application of digital technology in service delivery
process. It is as much about multifarious
interactions for ensuring transparency and
accountability. In this context evaluate the role of
the ‘Interactive Service Model’ of e-governance.
(2016) In the Indian governance system, the role
of non-state actors has been only marginal.
Critically examine this statement.

(2021) Can Civil Society and Non-Governmental
Organisations present an alternative model of
public service delivery to benefit the common
citizen? Discuss the challenges of this alternative
model.

(2015) Increasing interest of India in Africa has its
pros and cons. Critically examine.

(2021) “If the last few decades were of Asia’s
growth story, the next few are expected to be of
Africa’s.” In the light of this statement, examine
India’s influence in Africa in recent years.

(2019) “What introduces friction into the ties
between India and the United States is that
Washington is still unable to find for India a

PMP_2502

ACE_2513

PMP_2505

ACE_2508

PMP_2505

PMP_2505
ACE_2508

PMP_2523
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11.

12.

13.

14.

site of sovereign nationalism”.
Elucidate.

“Constitutional morality is the
fulcrum which acts as an essential
check upon the high functionaries
and citizens alike....”

In view of the above observation of
the Supreme Court, explain the
concept of constitutional morality

and its application to ensure
balance between judicial
independence and judicial

accountability in India.

Indian Constitution has conferred
the amending power on the
ordinary legislative institutions
with a few procedural hurdles. In
view of this statement, examine the
procedural and substantive
limitations on the amending power
of the Parliament to change the
Constitution.

Discuss the evolution of collegium
system in India. Critically examine
the advantages and disadvantages
of the system of appointment of the
Judges of the Supreme Court of
India and that of the USA.

Examine the evolving pattern of
Centre-State financial relations in
the context of planned
development in India. How far have
the recent reforms impacted the
fiscal federalism in India?

position in its global strategy, which would satisfy
India’s National self- esteem and ambitions”
Explain with suitable examples.

(2021) ‘Constitutional Morality’ is rooted in the
Constitution itself and is founded on its essential
facets. Explain the doctrine of ‘Constitutional
Morality’ with the help of relevant judicial
decisions.

(2023) Constitutionally guaranteed judicial
independence is a prerequisite of democracy.
Comment.

(2019) “Parliament’s power to amend the
Constitution is a limited power and it cannot be
enlarged into absolute power.” In the light of this
statement, explain whether Parliament under
Article 368 of the Constitution can destroy the
Basic Structure of the Constitution by expanding
its amending power?

(2023) Explain the significance of the 101st
Constitutional Amendment Act. To what extent
does it reflect the accommodative spirit of
federalism?

(2017) Critically examine the Supreme Court's
judgement on ‘National Judicial Appointments
Commission Act, 2014 with reference to
appointment of judges of higher judiciary in India.

(2015) The concept of cooperative federalism has
been increasingly emphasized in recent years.
Highlight the drawbacks in the existing structure
and the extent to which cooperative federalism
would answer the shortcomings.

(2018) How is the Finance Commission of India
constituted? What do you know about the terms
of reference of the recently constituted Finance
Commission?

(2021) How have the recommendations of the
14th Finance Commission of India enabled the
states to improve their fiscal position?

(2024) What changes has the Union Government
recently introduced in the domain of Centre-State
relations? Suggest measures to be adopted to

PMP_2501
ACE_2518

PMP_2503
ACE_2508

PMP_2501
ACE_2518

PMP_2502

ACE_2538
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

What are environmental pressure
groups? Discuss their role in raising
awareness, influencing policies and
advocating for environmental
protection in India.

Inequality in the ownership pattern
of resources is one of the major
causes of poverty. Discuss in the
context of 'paradox of poverty'.

In contemporary development
models, decision-making and
problem-solving responsibilities are
not located close to the source of
information and execution
defeating the objectives of
development. Critically evaluate.
The National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights has to
address the challenges faced by
children in the digital era. Examine
the existing policies and suggest
measures the Commission can
initiate to tackle the issue.

“Energy security constitutes the
dominant kingpin of India's foreign
policy, and is linked with India's
overarching influence in Middle
Eastern countries.” How would you
integrate energy security with
India's foreign policy trajectories in
the coming years?

build the trust between the Centre and the States
and for strengthening federalism.

(2015) How can the role of NGOs be strengthened
in India for development works relating to
protection of the environment?

(2018) “Policy contradictions among various
competing sectors and stakeholders have resulted
in inadequate protection and prevention of
degradation to the environment.” Comment with
relevant illustrations.

(2019) There is a growing divergence in the
relationship between poverty and hunger in India.
The shrinking of social expenditure by the
government is forcing the poor to spend more on
non-food essential items squeezing their food-
budget. Elucidate.

(2020) ""The incedence and intensity of poverty
are more important in determining poverty based
on income alone"". In this context analyse the
latest United Nations Multidimensional Poverty
Index Report.

(2024) Poverty and malnutrition create a vicious
cycle, adversely affecting human capital
formation. What steps can be taken to break the
cycle?

(2019) ‘In the context of neo-liberal paradigm of
development planning, multi-level planning is
expected to make operations cost effective and
remove many implementation blockages.” Discuss.

(2022) The right of children to free and
compulsory education act, 2009 remains
inadequate in promoting incentive-based system
for children’s education without generating
awareness about the importance of schooling.
Analyse.

(2017) The question of India's Energy Security
constitutes the most important part of India's
economic progress. Analyze India's energy policy
cooperation with West Asian countries.

(2024) Discuss the geopolitical and geostrategic
importance of Maldives for India with a focus on
global trade and energy flows. Further also discuss
how this relationship affects India's maritime

PMP_2504

PMP_2521
ACE_2533

RLP_2514

PMP_2504
ACE_2533
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security and regional stability amidst international
competition?

20. “The reform process in the United (2015) Discuss the impediments India is facing in
Nations remains unresolved, its pursuit of a permanent seat in UN Security
because of the delicate imbalance Council.
of East and West and entanglement (2023) "The expansion and strengthening of NATO
of the USA vs. Russo-Chinese and a stronger US-Europe strategic partnership
alliance.” Examine and critically works well for India.'
evaluate the East-West policy What is your opinion about this statement ? Give
confrontations in this regard. reasons and examples to support your answer.
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1. Q2. What are the challenges
before the Indian economy
when the world is moving
away from free trade and
multilateralism to
protectionism and
bilateralism? How can these
challenges be met?

2018: How would the recent phenomena of
protectionism and currency manipulations in world
trade affect macroeconomic stability of India?

ACE_2524

2. Q3. Explain the factors
influencing the decision of the
farmers on the selection of
high value crops in India.

2023: Explain the changes in cropping pattern in India in
the context of changes in consumption pattern and
marketing conditions.

PMP_2508

2018: How has the emphasis on certain crops brought
about changes in cropping patterns in recent past?
Elaborate the emphasis on millets production and
consumption?

ACE_2534

3. Q4. Elaborate the scope and
significance of supply chain
management of agricultural
commodities in India.

2018: Examine the role of supermarkets in supply chain
management of fruits, vegetables and food items. How
do they eliminate number of intermediaries?

PMP_2509
ACE_2538

2022: What are the main bottlenecks in upstream and
downstream process of marketing of agricultural
products in India?

PMP_2509
ACE_2519

4. Q5. The fusion energy
programme in India has
steadily evolved over the past
few decades. Mention India’s
contributions to the
international fusion energy
project - International
Thermonuclear Experimental
Reactor (ITER). What will be
the implications of the
success of this project for the
future of global energy?

2018: With growing energy needs should India keep on
expanding its nuclear energy programme? Discuss the
facts and fears associated with nuclear energy.

ACE_2534

2017: Give an account of the growth and development
of nuclear science and technology in India. What is the
advantage of fast breeder reactor programme in India?

5. Q6. How can India achieve
energy independence
through clean technology by
2047? How can biotechnology
can play a crucial role in this
endeavour?

2022: Do you think India will meet 50 percent of its
energy needs from renewable energy by 20307 Justify
your answer. How will the shift of subsidies from fossil
fuels to renewables help achieve the above objective?
Explain.

ACE_2514

2023: Discuss several ways in which microorganisms can
help in meeting the current fuel shortage.

PMP_2531

6. Q9. Terrorism is a global
scourge. How has it
manifested in India?

2021: Analyse the complexity and intensity of terrorism,
its causes, linkages and obnoxious nexus. Also suggest
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Elaborate with contemporary
examples. What are the
counter measures adopted by
the State? Explain.

measures required to be taken to eradicate the menace
of terrorism.

Q10. The Government of
India recently stated that Left
Wing Extremism (LWE) will be
eliminated by 2026. What do
you understand by LWE and
how are the people affected
by it? What measures have
been taken by the
government eliminate
LWE?

to

2022: Naxalism is a social, economic and developmental
issue manifesting as a violent internal security threat. In
this context, discuss the emerging issues and suggest a
multi-layered strategy to tackle the menace of Naxalism.

ACE_2514

2020: What are the determinants of left-wing extremism
in Eastern part of India? What strategy should
Government of India, civil administration and security
forces adopt to counter the threat in the affected areas?

2018: Left Wing Extremism (LWE) is showing a
downward trend, but still affects many parts of the
country. Briefly explain the Government of India’s
approach to counter the challenges posed by LWE.

ACE_2534

Q13. Examine the factors
responsible for depleting
groundwater in India. What
are the steps taken by the
government to mitigate such
depletion of groundwater?

2021: How and to what extent would micro irrigation
help in solving India’s water crisis?

PMP_2508

2020: Suggest measures to improve water storage and
irrigation system to make its judicious use under the
depleting scenario.

PMP_2508

2019: Elaborate the impact of National Watershed
Project in increasing agricultural production from water-
stressed areas.

PMP_2508

Q14. Examine the scope of
the food processing industries
in India. Elaborate the
measures taken by the
government in the food
processing industries for
generating employment
opportunities.

2022: Elaborate the scope and significance of the food
processing industry in India.

2019: Elaborate the policy taken by the government of
India to meet the challenges of the food processing
sector.

PMP_2509

2020: What are the challenges and opportunities of the
food processing sector in the country? How can the
income of the farmers be substantially increased by
encouraging food processing?

PMP_2509
ACE_2514

10.

Q15. How does
nanotechnology offer
significant advancements in
the field of agriculture? How
can this technology help to
uplift the socio-economic
status of farmers?

2017: Why is nanotechnology one of the key
technologies of the 21st century? Describe the salient
features of Indian Government’s Mission on
Nanoscience and Technology and the scope of its
application in the development process of the country.

11.

Q18. Write a review on India’s
climate commitments under
the Paris Agreement (2015)
and mention how these have
been further strengthened in
COP26 (2021). In this

2021: Describe the major outcomes of the 26th session
of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). What are the commitments made by India in
this conference?

RLP_2505
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direction, how has the first
Nationally Determined
Contribution intended by
India been updated in 2022?

12.

Q19. What are the major
challenges to internal security
and peace process in the
North-Eastern States? Map
the various peace accords and
agreements initiated by the
government in the past
decade.

2019: Cross-Border movement of insurgents is only one
of the several security challenges facing the policing of
the border in North-East India. Examine the various
challenges currently emanating across the India-
Myanmar border. Also, discuss the steps to counter the
challenges.

ACE_2509

2017: The North-East region of India has been infested
with insurgency for a very long time. Analyze the major
reasons for the survival of armed insurgency in this
region.

13.

Q20. Why is maritime security
vital to protect India’s sea
trade? Discuss maritime and
coastal security challenges
and the way forward.

2022: What are the maritime security challenges in
India? Discuss the organizational, technical and
procedural initiatives taken to improve the maritime
security.

PMP_2525
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General Studies — IV [Ethics]

Ql(a): In the present digital age,
social media has revolutionised
our way of communication and
interaction. However, it has raised
several ethical issues and
challenges. Describe the key
ethical dilemmas in this regard.

Q1(b): Constitutional morality is
not a natural sentiment but a
product of civil education and
adherence of the rule of law.
Examine the significance of
constitutional morality for public
servant highlighting the role in
promoting good governance and
ensuring accountability in public
administration.

Q2(a): Carl von Clausewitz once
said, War is a diplomacy by other
means. Critically analyse the
above statement in the present
context of contemporary geo-
political conflict.

Q2(b): Keeping the national
security in mind, examine the
ethical dilemmas related to
controversies over environmental
clearance of development
projects in ecologically sensitive
border areas in the country.

[2022] Online methodology is being used for day-to-
day meetings, institutional approvals in the
administration and for teaching and learning in
education sector to the extent telemedicine in the
health sector is getting popular with the approvals of
the competent authority. No doubt it has advantages
and disadvantages for both the beneficiaries and
system at large. Describe and discuss the ethical
issues involved in the use of online method
particularly to vulnerable section of society.

[2019]: What is meant by the term constitutional
morality? How does one uphold constitutional
morality?

[2022]: Russia and Ukraine war has been going on for
the last seven months. What are those ethical issues
that are crucial to be considered while launching the
war and its continuation so far?

[2024]: It is not enough to talk about peace, one must
believe in it; and it is not enough to believe in it, one
must act upon it. What are the ethical considerations
of the powerful nations in today's international arena
to stop continuation of ongoing conflicts?

[2018]: Suppose the Government of India is thinking
of constructing a dam in a mountain valley bound by
forests and inhabited by ethnic communities. What
rational policy should it resort to in dealing with
unforeseen contingencies?

[2024]: Global warming and climate change are the
outcomes of human greed in the name of
development, indicating the direction in which
extinction of organisms including human beings is
heading towards loss of life on Earth. How do you put
an end to this to protect life and bring equilibrium
between the society and the environment?

Kalam IAS
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Q3 (b) "The greatest discovery of
my generation is that a human

[2021] Attitude is an important component that goes

. - . . . . PMP_2511
being can alter his life by altering as input in development of humans. How to build a ACE_2510
his attitudes." - William James suitable attitude needed for public servant? -

(150 words, 10 marks)
Vivekananda quotations asked earlier
[2024]. Iiez.arn eve!’ythmg that is good frorTm others, PMP 2510
but bring it in, and in your own way absorb it, do not =
become others."" - Swami Vivekananda
[2023] ""Do not hate anybody, because that hatred
that comes out from you must, in the long run, come PMP 2510
Q3(c) "The strength of a society is back to you. If you love, that love will come back to =
not in its laws, but in the morality you, completing the circle.""-Swami Vivekananda
of its people." - Swami [2021] “Every work has got to pass through hundreds
Vivekananda (150 words, 10 of difficulties before succeeding. Those that
. . ” . PMP_2512
marks) persevere will see the light, sooner or later.” - Swami
Vivekananda
[2020] What do each of the following quotations
mean to you? “Condemn none: if you can stretch out
a helping hand, do so. If not, fold your hands, bless
your brothers, and let them go their own way.” —
Swami Vivekanand.
[2022]: It is believed that adherence to ethics in
human actions would ensure in smooth functioning of
] ] an organization/system. If so, what does ethics seek
Q4(a): For any kind of social re- ) . . PMP_2510
engineerin b successfull to promote in human life? How do ethical values
) g g y y assist in the resolution of conflicts faced by him in his
implementing welfare schemes, a .
.. day-to-day functioning?
civil servant must use reason and .

.. o . . [2022]: Apart from intellectual competency and moral
critical thinking in an ethical s .

. . qualities, empathy and compassion are some of the
framework. Justify this statement ) . . .
. . other vital attributes that facilitate the civil servants
with suitable examples. . . _ PMP_2511
to be more competent in tackling the crucial issues or
taking critical decisions. Explain with suitable
illustrations.
2020]: i B
Q4(b): What are the major [2020]: What teachings of Buddha are most relevant PMP_2512
. . . today and why?
teachings of Mahavir? Explain . -
. . [2023]: What were the major teachings of Guru
their relevance in the . ) .
Nanak? Explain their relevance in the contemporary  PMP_2512
contemporary world.
world.
Q5(a): One who is devoted to
one's duty attains highest [2022]: Devotion to duty (short note)
perfection in life. Analyse this
stantementf v:|th r:eif;ir;;etnce r:(c)l [2019]: Non-performance of duty by a public servant
sense o .espo S y a_ .. is a form of corruption. Do you agree with this view? = ACE_2535
personal fulfilment as a civil .
Justify your answer.
servant.
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Q6(a): It is said that for an ethical [2018]: Distinguish between code of ethics and code = PMP_2513
work culture, there must be code of conduct with suitable examples. ACE_2540
of ethics in place in every
organisation. To ensure value- [2024]: The Code of Conduct and Code of Ethics are
based and compliance-based the sources of guidance in public administration.
work culture, what suitable There is code of conduct already in operation,
measures would you adopt in Whereas code of ethics is not yet put in place. Suggest
your work place? a suitable model for code of ethics to maintain
integrity, probity and transparency in governance.
Q6(b): India is an emerging
economic power of the world as
it has recently secured the status
of fourth largest economy of the
world as per IMF projection.
However, it has been observed [2019]: Effective utilization of public funds is crucial to
that in some sectors, allocated meet development goals. Critically examine the
funds remain either under- . Ce ACE_2510
utilised or misutilised. What €25°"S for under-utilization and mis-utilization of
specific measures would you public funds and their implications.
recommend for ensuring
accountability in this regard to
stop leakages and gaining the
status of third largest economy of
the world in near future?
© Scan to get more Study Material
Join our Telegram Channel(s
Delhi | Jaipur | Sikar Call: +91- 98878-44044 Visit: https://kalamias.academy/ Page | 23



https://kalamias.academy/
https://kalamias.academy/download-material/
https://t.me/KalamIAS

—

4 )

Mains Sectional Tests
SUBJECT No. of Tests
Polity & Gover. 5
Economy 3
Agr.lculture 2 PYQ Answer Writing
Ethics / & Model Answer
Essay 5
Society 2
Social Justice ]
IR 2
Security 2
Face 2 Face
Geography 3 .
; Evaluation
Environment 2
S&T 2
History 4 >
$12,000/-
Full Length Tests 5
Total Tests 45
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Pratibimb PYQ Mentonship Mains Program 2026

4 ) What is Pratibimb Mentorship? )

Pratibimb Mentorship Program 2026 is designed to guide and support students aiming for
success in the UPSC CSE Mains 2026. Our program adopts a strategic, outcome-focused
approach, providing continuous guidance from experienced mentors and UPSC toppers. We
help students identify and strengthen their foundational skills, build their knowledge base,
and focus on areas for growth by making them solve PYQs.

—( Highlights of the Programme )—
&)

Essay + Ethics GS-I to llI I Kalam Golden Pages (KGP)

Mentorship Program is
designed to assist aspirants
in making notes & Answer Writing

Marks Improvement
Booklet (MIB) to enrich your
Mains answer writing.

Workshop: Learning by
doing approach

complete syllabus Thematic coverage of Mains
coverage in 6 months syllabus of specified Topics

for Internalization of (SAR) is a TOOLKIT for (ASP) from

Personal Feedback objective assessment of Model Answer

Face 2 Face Evaluation l Self-Assessment Report I Answer Sheet Points l
answer on self-basis

—( Salient Features of Mentorship Program )—

e 40 Half-Sectional Tests (5 Essay Tests) e Content: Kalam Golden Pages & Marks
Improvement Booklets (MIB) on Mains
Topics (Society, Governance, etc.)

e  5Full Length Tests (after Prelims)

e 1Half-Sectional Test=10 Questions
e Answer Writing & Face 2 Face Evaluation
e Static Subject wise Notes, Kalam Golden . )
Pages (KGP) e Mentorship: CSE Selected Candidates

e  K-Snippet365: Summary of Current Affairs SAR: Self-Assissment Report
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